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I am a Digital and Marketing executive at The Home Depot, which is a wonderful 
company devoted entirely to helping customers with their home improvement needs 
and dreams.  I am proud of the company for what it does and of the way in which it 
does it, giving back to its communities and to our veterans, who have given so much 
to us all. 
 
I have been an avid and amazed supporter of Y.E.S. since 2017.  Y.E.S. represents the 
powerful and transformative connection between young adults (who are hungry to 
learn how to improve their lives) and Lula and her team (who know what these young 
adults are capable of and how to help them achieve).  I know how fortunate many of 
us are and I am lucky to have found YES and the opportunity to support its mission 
and its students, in whatever ways I can. These students are amazing. 
 
In short, I am blessed in many ways.  To be able to support Y.E.S. and its marvelous 
students is a privilege and joy, especially as alumni . I hope they use it as a spring-
board to wonderful and new experiences that they might have once thought were not 
possible.   
 
Thank you, Y.E.S. 

David Booker-Earley was the man on campus. He recently graduated 
Georgia Institute of Technology (GA Tech), receiving a B.S. in        
Mechanical Engineering. GA Tech is known for their rigorous         
curriculum and tight schedules. Graduation season intensifies this. 
With only a few moments to spare, he decided to give Y.E.S. a brief 
update.  

How has Y.E.S. helped you along your journey? 

Y.E.S. provided an excellent platform for me (along with many other 
students) to  prepare for GED tests and life itself; this included:         
instructional classes lead by reliable faculty, transportation assistance, 
exposure to Black History, and unwavering support and professionalism which promoted the growth of 
communities (especially communities neglected by society). 

Did Y.E.S. unlock any opportunities? If so, what were they? 

Absolutely! Y.E.S. welcomed me as a volunteer tutor at some of their locations after completing my GED 
tests. Shortly afterward, I gained more valuable experience as one of their part-time class instructors. 

A NEW BEGINNING 

From GED To Georgia Tech Graduate 



Victoria Blount is a College Park, Georgia resident, a recent Y.E.S. GED 
grad (2018) and valedictorian. She’s 21 years old and a student at Georgia 
State University majoring in finance (4.3 GPA). Victoria scored an  
outstanding 749 out of 800 on the GED exam in January 2018. That score  
happened to be the highest in the state of Georgia.  However, in 2018,  
Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) announced that another  
student, who scored a 734 out of 800, as the recipient of the highest overall 
GED test score and the state’s valedictorian. 
 
How did your family initially react?  
 
After I got off the phone, I called my mother. She said “Wow! That’s  
amazing! Congratulations.” I think I called Ms. Gilliam right after, so I 
don’t even think I talked to my whole family before her. My dad also, was 
very proud because it was a big accomplishment, especially when he’d seen 
how many people had taken the exam (10,613). 
 
How did TCSG explain why another student was recognized and not 
you? Did you feel as though the explanation was fair? Why or why not? 
 
It was unfair. They only recognize students in their adult education         
program. I was informed by a TCSG executive that it was a money issue and that they only had funds in the adult 
education program. When they have recognition conferences, they put students up in hotels. I was pretty  
nonchalant about it. To me, it didn’t seem complicated. It’s a simple fix. I live in Georgia; I can just drive to the 
award ceremony and get the recognition I deserve and come back home. No money had to be spent on me. 
 
Instead of pulling only from their adult education classes, just pull from the entire pool of GED recipients in 
Georgia. TCSG used the entire pool of GED recipients to pad their numbers to make it seem like “oh yeah we had 
10,000+ students to pass the GED.” They don’t make a distinction between GED graduates from other programs 
throughout the state. TCSG takes credit for everyone who passes the test. To me, their explanation made no sense. 
It’s not right. I didn’t think it was going to be this drawn-out thing with emails back and forth, I just thought they 
should change their policy. 
 
In your particular situation, you choose to fight for recognition as opposed to just accepting this error. Can 
you tell us why? 
 
It was so much larger than just me. It was wrong on so many levels. I wanted to make certain that no other student 
had to go through this exclusion in the future.  
 
Aside from scoring the highest on GED test, you took the ACT last January and scored in the 98th          
percentile. Can you tell us a little about that? 
 
I researched and found out you can go straight to a four-year college with the HOPE Scholarship as a GED       
recipient if you take the SAT or ACT before you take your final GED exam and score in the 75th percentile or 
higher. And so, for the ACT, that was just a 24. I saw the last test day for the SAT was December. The ACT was 
further out, so I decided to take it. I scored higher on the ACT practice than the SAT, so I chose the ACT. I took a 
bunch of practice tests; I did private tutoring sessions with a math tutor because the ACT goes up to                
Trigonometry, which I never covered. 
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